[Results of the orthopedic treatment of scoliosis in children under 7 years of age. Apropos of 75 cases].
Seventy five children suffering from scoliosis under the age of 7 years have been treated by the authors. The treatment was commenced before the age of 4 in infantile scoliosis and before the age of 6 in juvenile scoliosis. It was based on the use of the Milwaukee brace used directly in cases of angulation less than 50 degrees and preceded by a plaster cast in other cases. The treatment was continuous with sometimes a few hours of freedom from bracing. Occasionally the treatment had to be stopped. The development of the curve was very variable. The authors have distinguished seven different types of development. The prognosis was therefore difficult to establish and was mainly based on the specific features of the progress of the curve. At puberty, deterioration was often seen despite bracing and there were many indications for spine fusion.